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Developing 
phonological 

awareness

Sound-spelling 
correspondence

Segmenting and 
blending words

Retelling stories in 
ther own words

Using and 
understanding 

vocabulary from 
texts that they are 

familiar with

Understanding the five 
key concepts of print 

meaning, purpose, 
orientation, parts of a 
book and sequencing

Have ideas and 
engage in 

convrsations about 
stories

What does Reading look like in the Early Years? 

Reading 
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What does Writing look like in the Early Years? 

Use writing in play 
e.g. writing a 
shopping list

Daily dictation 

(Sounds-Write)

Correct letter 
formation

Writing for a 
purpose, cards and 

notes, stories

Spell words by 
identifying the 

sounds and matching 
to the corresponding 

spelling

Develop gross motor 
and fine motor skills to 

hold writing tools

Writing own versions 
of stories

Literacy & Physical 
Development 
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What does Maths look like in the Early Years? 

Recognising 
shapes and 

patterns

Counting 
objects and 

actions

Singing 
number 
rhymes

Subitising

Recognising 
numerals and 

amounts

Experimenting 
with signs and 

symbols

Comparing

Maths 



 

 
 

What does Science look like in the Early Years? 

Sharing books 
about the weather, 
the human body, 

the world, growing 
up etc

Noticing and alking 
about the changinf 

seasons

Recording data 
such as tally 

charts, 
number/pictorial 
representations

Owe and wonder 
about the natural 

world

Exploring how 
things work and 

how things change. 
Making 

predictions.

Providing scientific 
'invitiations to play' 

(dark dens, magnets, 
ice tray...)

Learning about 
lifecycles

Understanding 
the World 
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What does Geography look like in the Early Years? 

Talking about 
similarities and 

differences between 
themselce and 

others 

Exploring the immediate 
environment (school) 
and local area. Talking 

about meaning 
buildings.

Following 
instructions which 
include positional 
language and use 

simple maps

Sharing books about 
the world, the 

environment and 
the weather

Noticing and being 
able to talk about 
seasonal changes

Using programmable 
toys and planning a 

route

Role playing places 
that they may have 

visited e.g. fire 
station, vets, doctors

Understanding 
the World 
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What does History look like in the Early Years? 

Noticing and being 
aable to talk about how 

the weather changes 
with the seasons

Talk about daily and weekly 
routines

Use langugae 
connected with the 

passing of time

celebrating significant 
historical events such 
as Remembrance Day 

and role playing special 
events

Reading stories about 
how things have 

changed or about the 
past

Recounting personal 
memories and listening to 

the memories of others

Talking about familes 
and noticing how we 

have changed since we 
were babies

Understanding 
the World 

 



 

 
 

What does Art look like in the Early Years? 

Developing fiine 
motor skills

sharing creations with 
friends, talking about 

what they have created 
and how

Learniing about 
different artisits and 

their work

Exploring different 
paint media: 

watercolour, acrylic, 
mixed, powder

creating marks to 
music and shwing 
emotions in their 

drawings

Explore colour and 
colour mixing theory

Exploring pattern, 
textures and using 

natural and ma-
made materials in 

transient art • 
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Expressive Arts 
and Design 
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What does Design and Technology look like in the Early Years? 

Select and use a 
range of tools and 

materials in 
continuous 
provision

Experiment with tools 
and materials and talk 

about what worked 
and what didn't

Fix and join 
materials

Talk about their 
designs and 

creations

Design and make 
small world and 
construction kits

Make changes, 
modifications and 
adaptions to their 

creations

Have ideas. Plan 
and make 

decisions about 
how to achieve a 

desired goal

Expressive Arts 
and Design 
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What does Music look like in the Early Years? 

Build up a repertoire 
of nursery rhymes 
and familiar songs

Using musical 
instruments in role play, 

indoors and outdoors

Saying and 
performing to family 

and friends

listeniing, moving 
and talkiing about 

music from different 
genres and cultures

Creating movement 
to music e.g. moving 
like different kinds of 

animals

Performing in school or 
class performances

Listening to and 
joining in with 

stories/poems with 
repetitive refrains

Expressive Arts 
and Design 
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Daily energetic play 
outside

Learning how to manage 
space, obstacles and 

risks safely

Riding bikes, scooters 
and trikes

Playing simple 
games with a variety 
of resources (shapes 

and sizes)

Moviing in response 
to music

Knowing the impact of 
exercise on our bodies

Demonstrate 
strength, balance 
and co-ordination

Physical 
Development 

What does PE look like in the Early Years? 



 

 
 

What does Computing look like in the Early Years? 

Computing and 
Technology 

Children knowing that 
they can tell a trusted 
adult if something on 

their device upstes 
them and talking about 
ways to stay safe online

Making resources work 
using buttons or switches 
(torches, remote control, 

cars, walkie talkies)

Using digitial devices 
such as iPads to take 

photos, create videos or 
play music

Using age appropriate 
softward programmes 

e.g. 2Simple and 
Purplemash

Playing and listening to 
digital stories and 

rhymes

Using a search engine to 
help find information

Planning a route for a 
robot or a friend

Computing and 
Technology 



 

 
 


